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the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . ^^^^cn is. 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to anv nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig ^ 



□ This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
bcvond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c))-** 

* Replacenwnt sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response lo an inviiation under Article 14 ore referred to 
in this report as "originally filed'- and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule /O. I 6 
and 70.17). 

**Anv replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under Hem J and annexed to this report. 
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1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1 : JP, 6-216137, A (Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.), 5 August 1994 (05.08.94) 
Document 2: JP, 3-238875, A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 24 October 1991 (24.10.91) 
Document 3: JP, 7-326622, A (Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.), 12 December 1995 (12.12.95) 
Document 4: JP, 3-200335, A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 2 September 1991 (02.09.91) 

Claims 1 to 7 

None of the documents cited in the ISR describes the common characteristic of the inventions 
described in claims 1 to 7, namely, the idea of providing a PN junction region that is disposed in 
the vicinity of a strain gauge and has a reverse bias applied thereto. Similarly to the invention of 
the present application, the inventions described in documents 1 to 4 eliminate the effects of Fe 
and other impurities and share common technical issues and operational effects. However, the 
invention described in document 1 captures Fe by diffusing boron on the rear surface of the 
semiconductor substrate and the invention described in document 2 uses a film made of a 
material having a different coefficient of thermal expansion than the semiconductor substrate to 
extract metal impurities by means of the Gettering effect at the boundary stress-strained layer 
under high temperature conditions. Meanwhile, documents 3 and 4 merely disclose a Gettering 
treatment for a manufacturing process. Therefore, documents 1 to 4 neither describe nor suggest 
the aforementioned characteristic of the inventions described in claims 1 to 7. 
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